Year 3 and 4 Curriculum
Newsletter
Dear parents and carers,
We have been looking forward to welcoming your children into Year 3
and 4. This newsletter is designed to give you an overview of the
different subjects and exciting topics that we will be covering this year.

Maths

English

Reading
Each week we focus on a reading skill, we look at this during guided reading and then complete an activity on Friday. From Tuesday to Thursday, we will have a Guided Reading session
each morning, where the children will either read with an adult as part of a small group, complete various reading tasks or read a book for pleasure. Our spellings are given out on a Monday for the test on a Friday. Spellings are either from the National Curriculum or topic related.
Writing
Each term we focus on a narrative genre and a non-fiction genre in our writing lessons. Over
the year we will look at story structure along with character emotion, planning their own story, edit and improving, through books which include myths and legends, poetry, traditional
tales, short stories and various genres. The non-fiction units we will cover are recounts, discussion, persuasion, explanation, instructions and non–chronological reports.

In Maths we will cover the full range of the Year 3 and 4 Maths curriculum. We will focus on
deepening the understanding of the key concepts, enabling us to solve a wide range of reasoning problems with confidence. We look at filling the gaps from previous learning in order
for children to develop a deep knowledge of maths.
During the autumn term our areas of study will be number and place value, addition and subtraction, length and perimeter, multiplication and division.
In the spring term our areas of study will be a second unit of multiplication and division, area,
fractions and then finally decimals.
Then, in the summer term our areas of study will be decimals, measurements with money and
time, statistics and finally geometry.
Roman numerals will be taught throughout the year.

RE

In our RE lessons we will be following the Come and See programme. This aims to give children an understanding of Catholic life and values through a growing knowledge of Scripture and the Sacraments.
The children will be given the opportunity to explore each topic, learn from six focused lessons where
Scripture and the Sacraments are revealed and then finally to respond to what they have learned
through collective worship and personal reflection. The broad areas of study will be Domestic Church,
Judaism, Advent, Local Church, Islam, Lent and Easter, Pentecost, Baptism and Confirmation, and finally
Universal Church.

Geography

History Science

In addition we will be paying particularly close attention to the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the
Eucharist, as the children prepare to receive those Sacraments for the first time during Year 4. This will
involve learning about scripture stories that focus on the importance of forgiveness and learning about
the structure and meaning of the Mass.

In Autumn term we will look at animals including humans , focusing on the skeleton and
muscles as well as states of matter. In Spring term we will focus on rocks and fossils,
looking at Mary Anning and different types of rocks. In summer term we will look at living things and electricity.

We will focus on learning new specific scientific knowledge in each area. We will cover
a range of scientific skills including conducting fair investigations and different ways of
measuring and recording results.

Over the year we will be looking at one history topic each term. In Autumn term we will
be looking at the Tudors, with a particular focus on Elizabeth I. In Spring term we will be
focusing on the Vicious Vikings and Scary Scots. In Summer term we will focus on Struggle for England (1066-Normans), which leads on from the end of the Viking era.

Over the year we have one geography topic which we will spend time on each term,
this is called Settle Down! We will carry out an extended study of British settlements
over time, exploring why people settle in specific locations. Investigate how settlements
were linked and how landscape influences the development of settlements. Learn
about the challenges faces when establishing a settlement; an in depth study of rivers,
ocean, port, transportation and ports. In the Spring term, linking to rocks and fossils, we
explore the makeup of a landscape, learning about the 5 Saxon sub kingdoms.
In the Summer term, we investigate where the Vikings have settled in Britain and how
early settlements developed trade links and economic activity. This will be compared to
the modern context. We will develop a line of enquiry exploring how natural disasters
impact on human settlements, for example, flooding, earthquakes, volcanoes, coastal
erosion, climate change, exhaustion of natural resources and oil spill.

Music Art & DT Computing PE
Spanish

In PE this year, we will be focusing on sports such as skipping, tag rygby, dance/yoga,
handball, tennis, rounders and athletics. Each class will take a term each swimming at
Silksworth Community Pool.

Our Computing lessons this year will begin with a focus on E-Safety during the first half
term, looking closely at online communication. Following this we will learn how to
effectively use the keyboard along with computer networks. In the spring term we will
develop our typing skills and continue to learn about computer systems and programs.
In the summer term we will learn how to code, including designing, writing and debugging programs. We will also learn how to use our digital literacy skills using Microsoft
Power Point. We will be designing and creating our own individual power points. This
will enable us to use and apply what we have learned during the course of the year.

Every term, we will be focusing on either Art or DT. In the spring term, we will be looking at formal elements of art and mechanical systems i.e. making a sling shot in DT. In
the final summer term, we will be looking at how every picture tells a story in art and
electrical systems such as torches in DT.

We will study music in the second half of each term this year, in the autumn term we
will look closely at developing ‘My own taste in music.’ In the spring term we will learn
about different music from around the world, followed by music layering and dynamics
in the summer term.

In our Spanish lessons we will learn how to say basic welcoming phrases, colours and
counting to 10 in the autumn term. In the spring term we will be learning the days of
the week, months of the year and fruits. Finally in the summer term we will be learning
parts of the body and different zoo animals.

